Builders Tee Club

Established - 1927

Fellow Members,

Here was the article that Andy allowed me to write about his time with and before

the BTC.

Today’s Member Story involves someone who has been totally involved in bringing
our Club into the 21st Century when it comes to how we operate as a Club.

When Andy Zilis joined the BTC in 2002 the Club was in the early stages of
changing over from mailing out 275 newsletters to our then membership via Office
Assistants and through USPS. The cost of that service to our

Club was upward of $17,000 per year. By 2009, the year that Andy was President
of the BTC, Andy was able to change over our system to 100% online email of our
newsletter within the next few years. He would take all the information that was
sent to him and formalize it into an email that was sent to every Member. Rich
Schroeder would then take that email and put it on the web for posterity so watch
what you say. But before Andy was with the club let us go back to the beginnings.
Andy grew up in the Mount Greenwood area. He attended IIT on a baseball
scholarship. While playing baseball in College he still laughs about the fact that he
gave up back to back homers to two future major leaguers in Joe

Girardi and Reggie Hammonds in 1983. Andy graduated in 1984 and received a
BBA in Accounting. Andy worked at the Options Exchange for one year and then
for 8 years he worked at a CPA Firm. While there he passed the CPA exam and
started his own business, Zilis Accounting & Tax Services, which is still operating
today. Like I mentioned earlier Andy joined the BTC in 2002. His Sponsors were
Longtime Members, Ed Tadevich and Frank Falbo. They brought Andy in for his
bowling abilities and rightfully so since Andy managed to lead the BTC in high
average three years. His Teams managed to win a few titles and during his
bowling career Andy has 2 sanctioned 300 games and even harder to do

one 800 series. He also has done well in golf winning some Divisions in the
Presidents Cup and Club Championship and even more so in the Two-Man Event
where three times he won with three different partners. Once with our Current
Secretary, Dave Jenner, Former Member Justin Kamper and Current
Parliamentarian Jim Van Eck. In 2006, the year that I was President,



Andy came on to be an Officer and over the last 19 years has done much to “Make
our Club Great Again”(Not that it always wasn’t). When Chuck Martino passed
Andy took on running the Kids Christmas Party which always put a big smile on
our Children’s and Grandchildren’s faces. Between Andy, his fellow Chairman,
Dan Roberts, our every year Santa, Jim Fowler and man more contributors this
party continued to run until Covid. Andy told me that it was alright to bring up his
current health problems. He doesn’t really want this honor but, with a 100%
success rate at Christ Hospital in 2024, he is hoping to become ourfirst member
with a heart transplant. He will be going into the hospital sometime in August and
1s planning on coming out, and after a long recovery, coming back to golf and
maybe even bowling. I am sure that we all will be praying for Andy to be the first.
Andy has lived in the Oak Forest area for 30 plus years. He and his wife, Kara,
have been married for 40 years in November and have two Children and 5
Grandchildren. So let’s keep Andy in our prayers so he can come back and continue
to enjoy time beating up on us on the links and on the lanes.

Thanks for listening,

Your Historian,
Bob Vizdal



